High Tech Hide-and-Seek
How can you use a multi-billion dollar military satellite system to find little Tupperware containers in the forest? That is the sport of Geocaching (pronounced geo-cash-ing). 
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What is Geocaching?

Geocaching is a high tech hide-and-seek game using a hand-held GPS (Global Positioning Satellite) system and latitude and longitude coordinates downloaded from the internet. The coordinates lead the geocacher (or cacher, for short) to a location where a container is hidden. In the container is a log book that is signed to prove that the cacher found the geocache (or cache, for short). The cache is then returned to its original location for the next cacher to find. The cacher then returns to the Geocaching website, www.geocaching.com, to log their visit to the cache. 
Geocaching is a wonder past time for people of all ages and abilities. Kids love Geocaching because it is a treasure hunt. Often caches will have toys and trinkets for the kids to find. Adults love the challenge of difficult caches and longer hikes. In either case, Geocaching gets the participant outdoors and active. 
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HIGH TECH HIDE-AND-SEEK

How can you use a multi-billion dollar military satellite system for your own personal
enjoyment? Use it to find little Tupperware containers in theforest. That s the world of
Geocaching (pronounced geo-cash-ing)

‘What is Geocaching?

Geocachingis a high tech hide-and-seek game usinga hand-held GPS (Global Positioning
Satellite) systemand latitude and longitude coordinates downloaded from the internet. The
coordinateslead the geocacher (or cacher, for short) to a location where a container is hidden. In
the container is a log book that is signed to prove that the cacher found the geocache (or cache,
forshort). The cache is then returned to its original location for the next cacher to find. The
cacher then returnsto the Geocaching website, www. geocaching.com, to log their visit to the
cache.

Geocachingis a wonder pastime for people of all ages and abilities. Kids love Geocaching
because it is a treasure hunt. Often caches will have toys and trinkets for the kids to find. Adults
love the challenge of difficult caches and longer hikes. In either case, Geocaching gets the
participant outdoors and active.

Where to Begin

To begin, youneed a GPS unit. Car GPS unitscan be used, but are not as accurate as handheld
units. Smart phone GPS units can be used, butare also not as accurate as a handheld until. You
can purchase an inexpensive handheld unit for about $100 from many outdoor and retail shops
such as Wal-mart, Bass Pro, Cabella’s, or REL

Next, you need a membership at www. geocaching.com. Basic membership is free, but forabout
$30, you can become a premium member with additional benefits. Log into
www.geocaching.com.
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What Does a Geocache Look Like?

A geocache can be any type of container from a plastic Tupperware or film canister to a fake rock or bird house. The cache page will on Geocaching.com will give you a description and hints as what to look for while you are searching. 
Size

The sizes of the containers vary but are listed as:

· Micro – 35mm file canister or smaller

· Small – fits in the palm of your hand – small Tupperware

· Regular – fits in two hands – like a shoebox size

· Large – large bucket

Small, regular and large geocaches will often contain toys and trinkets for the kids and kids at heart. The cache owner will stock the cache with toys, but cachers are asked to leave a toy or trinket if they take one. That way the cache will remain stocked for the next cacher. 
Types of cache
There are many types of caches to search for and each has unique characteristics and instructions. 
· Traditional – most caches are considered traditional. The coordinates on the cache page lead you directly to the cache site.

· Multi-cache – involves two or more locations to visit to arrive at the final location of the cache. Each location involves a hint or clue to lead to the next location.

· Mystery or Puzzle caches – involves solving a puzzle to determine the coordinates.

· Earth Cache – involves a special location of geographical significance. There is no container at these locations, usually due to the location. The cache page includes educational notes about the area and requires the cacher to answer some questions to prove they were at the location. 
Where are Geocaches Located? 
Geocaches are located all over the world and are generally located in public areas such as parks, forests, parking lots, etc. Caches should be placed with the owner’s permission and should be listed as such on the cache page. If a cacher does not feel comfortable visiting a location, they are urged to move on and find a different cache. Like any outdoor activity, minor risks are involved, especially in rural and remote locations such as forests, around creeks, bluffs and hills. 
Caches are generally hidden in such a way as to make them invisible to the casual observer. The attraction of Geocaching, especially to the experienced geocacher, is the hunt. The GPS will take you to the approximate location, but it is up to the skills of the geocacher to actually find the cache. For this reason, the cache page will also list a difficulty and terrain rating for the cache. A difficulty of 1 is the easiest and should be looked for by kids and beginners. A difficulty of 5 is the most difficult and should be attempted by only experienced cachers. A terrain rating of 1 is considered flat ground and can be accessed by all including wheelchairs. A difficulty of 5 is usually reserved for those cachers in the best shape and often include long strenuous hikes, rock climbing, and dangerous terrain. These should be avoided by kids and the casual cacher. 
Where to Begin
To begin, you need a GPS unit. Car GPS units can be used, but are not as accurate as handheld units. Smart phone GPS units can be used, but are also not as accurate as a handheld until. You can purchase an inexpensive handheld unit for about $100 from many outdoor and retail shops such as Wal-mart, Bass Pro, Cabella’s, or REI. 

[image: image3.png]2 DVD-RAM Drive (05)

5 Inillo on ‘campus.sive.ed... [ Control Panel 14 3% Floppy (81) > HP Scanjet 3500c Seres _J DVD-RW Drive (F:) 52 departments on campus.

Hstory Booknarks ook Help

s . geocaching.comjseeklcache_detals.aspx?guid=eba3dd0e-534a-4fSF-cfc-301 407598340

I3 Blackboard Academic Suite = FoatPrints Login MGl - Spam - laurs.milon2i@gmallcom < | B¥ GC2HR Pizza (Tradtional Cache) n .. X | &

> Geacache Details

€ Pizza
Aesche by idden s 1072372000

Difficulty: Jokok. (Micro)
Terrain H

N 38° 48.108 W 089° 57.317
UTH: 165 € 243359 0 4258931

® 1 3.3mi from your home location
In linois, United States

Print
a8

Download:

| LoCwaypointfile | | [ GPxfile | | SendtoMyGPS | | [ Sendta My Phane |

—©Please note
Use of geacaching.com services is subject to the terms and conditions

[~ Personal Cache Note

Click to enter a nate

Should be an easy PAG. Pizza and geocaching can it get any better!!

Additional Hints (Ercryot)

cama eye glass case Decryption Key
AIBICIDIEIFIGIHITITIRILIN

HIOIBIQIRISITIDIVIDIXITIZ
(letter ahave equals below, and vice versa)

GC2HFI9 v

Navigation

ion
bl River

Gieq Cargan
lap dfa @2011 Google

@ attributes

No attributes available

B ¥ Shirts

»
F's

5 tventory

29 asBocc asBbcd AABB AaBbCa AABECC

LTHE BrOWSE U0, et youl e fo e coce g s aher wevur ks,

zip code or your town and state. O e i

Alist of caches within 100 miles ek o
of that zip code o city will P Gabepamsen

appear. Typing Edwardsville SEaE

Illinois into the box produced 5669 caches within 100 miles of Edwardsville.

AAF azssca

&

Each cache listed will include:
1. How far the cache is from the center point of the zip code or town (South 0.7 miles)
Type of container (green box indicates a Traditional cache)
the name of the cache (Pizza)
the difficulty and terrain ratings (difficulty: 3/terrain: 1.5)
size of the cache: (micro)
date it was first placed (10/29/2010)
date it was last found (06/15/2011)

Clickon the cache name (Pizza) to open the cache page.




Next, you need a membership at www.geocaching.com. Basic membership is free, but for about $30, you can become a premium member with additional benefits. Log into www.geocaching.com to sign up and to access the cache pages.  

The geocaching.com website has a wealth of information for the new cacher including a short video on how to play the game to resources for GPS receivers and supplies. Premium members can download multiple caches in one file and transfer all the coordinates directly to their GPS unit. 
In the Browse box, enter your zip code or your town and state. 
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Refer to your GPS manual for instructions on setting the GPS to find the cache. Your GPS will
‘have an average accuracy of +/ - 20 feet accuracy. This means that when the GPS shows that you
are 0 feet to the cache location, you are within 20 feet of the cache. This is when you start your
hunt. Look foritems out of place such as a pile of twigs or a string hanging in a tree. Once you
have started locating caches, you will get an idea of how caches are traditionally hidden.

Once you have found the cache, open the cache and inside you will find a log book. Sometimes
the log is a small notebook, sometimes thelog is just a piece of paper. Add your name and date
to the log. Make sure that you replace the cache exactly as you found it. If you are trading
trinkets, rememberto leave something behind of equal or greater value for the next person.

Logging Your Find
Once you have finished caching, return to www. geocaching.com and log your finds. Again in the
Browse box, enter your zip code or your town and state. Click on the link of the cache that you
‘have found.

Clickon the link Log your visit.
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A list of caches within 100 miles of that zip code or city will appear. Typing Edwardsville Illinois into the box produced 5669 caches within 100 miles of Edwardsville.
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From the map on the cache page. determine the approximate location of the cache and the best route to
get there. Also determine the best area to park your car or if you are biking or walking, the best

| direction to approach the cache. For example, if the cache you have chosenis in a city park, determine
159 sy from the map what part of the park the cacheis located in and what walking path might be the closest
to take to the cache. Always remember to obey all laws and rules. Park only in designated parking
places and do not go into areas that are marked “do not enter.”
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Once you have followed your map to the location follow your GPS arrow to the cache area. Refer to

For online maps... 'your GPS manual for instructions on setting the GPS to find the cache. Your GPS will have an average
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Once you have found the cache, open the cache and inside you will find 2 log book. Sometimes the log
G i isa small notebook. sometimes thelog is just a piece of paper. Add your name and date to the log.
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Logging Your Find
32 Logged Visits Once you have finished caching, return to www.geocaching.comand log your finds. Again in the
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Each cache listed will include: 

1. How far the cache is from the center point of the zip code or town (South 0.7 miles)

2. Type of container (green box indicates a Traditional cache)

3. the name of the cache (Pizza) 

4. the difficulty and terrain ratings (difficulty: 3 / terrain: 1.5)

5. size of the cache: (micro) 
6. date it was first placed (10/29/2010)

7. date it was last found (06/15/2011)

Click on the cache name (Pizza) to open the cache page. The cache page gives more details about the cache.
   
 Difficulty &Terrain rating


Lat & Long coordinates


Location

Resources used by premium members
Other information in the description

Additional hints to help find the cache

Finding the Cache Location
Once you have decided which cache or caches you will hunt, print out the page to take the coordinates, description and hints with you for further reference. Enter the latitude and longitude coordinates into your GPS. You may have to refer to your GPS manual for instruction on entering coordinates for your particular unit. 
From the map on the cache page, determine the approximate location of the cache and the best route to get there. Also determine the best area to park your car or if you are biking or walking, the best direction to approach the cache. For example, if the cache you have chosen is in a city park, determine from the map what part of the park the cache is located in and what walking path might be the closest to take to the cache. Always remember to obey all laws and rules. Park only in designated parking places and do not go into areas that are marked “do not enter.” 
Finding the Cache Container

Once you have followed your map to the location follow your GPS arrow to the cache area. Refer to your GPS manual for instructions on setting the GPS to find the cache. Your GPS will have an average accuracy of +/ - 20 feet accuracy. This means that when the GPS shows that you are 0 feet to the cache location, you are within 20 feet of the cache. This is when you start your hunt.  Look for items out of place such as a pile of twigs or a string hanging in a tree. Once you have started locating caches, you will get an idea of how caches are traditionally hidden. 

Once you have found the cache, open the cache and inside you will find a log book. Sometimes the log is a small notebook, sometimes the log is just a piece of paper. Add your name and date to the log. Make sure that you replace the cache exactly as you found it. If you are trading trinkets, remember to leave something behind of equal or greater value for the next person. 

Logging Your Find

Once you have finished caching, return to www.geocaching.com and log your finds. Again in the Browse box, enter your zip code or your town and state. Click on the link of the cache that you have found. 

Click on the link Log your visit. 


In the Post a New Log window, for the Type of Log, select Found it. For the Date Logged:, make sure the date is the current date.  Type something of your adventure in the Comments section.  

People that place the caches  love to hear about how you found their cache and any adventures that you had while out caching. Also include anything that you found wrong with the cache such as a wet log book or if the container is damaged. 
Submit the log by clicking on Submit Log Entry button at the bottom of the page. You have now found and logged your first Geocache!

Geocaching is enjoyed by people of all ages and all backgrounds. The only thing needed is a GPS unit, the cache coordinates, a pen or pencil to sign the log, and a sense of adventure. You can plan a day around one cache or plan to find 50 caches in one day. You can cache during lunch or on your way to work. You can search by yourself, take a friend or your favorite pet. You can cache by car, by bike or on foot.  You may meet other caches on the trail or not see a sole. However you do it, get out of the house or the office and get outside. 

For more information about Geocaching, visit the official Geocaching webpage at www.geocaching.com. 
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