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Drake sees SIUE Gardens as social service
Combine an ever-increasing human 

population with a growing dependence 
on technology, mix in suburban sprawl 
and what you have are fewer oppor-
tunities for humans to interact with 
nature. Yet, many people say that they 
value communing with nature, even as 
it becomes more and more difficult to 
do so. What is the solution? For Jane 
Drake of Southern Illinois University 
Edwardsville, at least one answer lies in 
the public garden. 

“I think public gardens are a vital 
way for people to connect with nature,” 
Drake said. “More and more in our 
daily lives, we get busy and it is hard 
to maybe find the time to create natural 
spaces in our own home and yards. A 
public garden gives that opportunity, so 
people can come and engage in nature.” 

Drake, director of the Gardens at 
SIUE, was born in Stillwater, Okla., and 
received her bachelor ’s degree in science 
horticulture at Kansas State University 
and her master ’s degree in biology from 
SIUE. For her there is no question why 
we need public gardens, and a bonus 
to gardens in areas such as southern 
Illinois is that they are never static, their 
appearance always changing with the 
seasons. 

“Seasonality is very important, espe-
cially in terms of visitor comfort and visi-
tor experience,” she said. “I think every-
body is probably familiar with the basic 
turning of the seasons and the spring 
renewal and new growth.” When asked 
how the Gardens at SIUE change through 
the seasons, Drake is categorical. 

“Spring is probably the busiest time 
of the year. It is when we do most of 
our maintenance and installations,” she 
explained. “It is just a very colorful time 
of the year.  Summer slows down. As the 
heat rises, everything naturally slows 
down. Then in the fall, again we get a 
beautiful transition to the fall colors, 
which are fabulous here at the Gardens 
at SIUE. Then winter is really a time 
when the colors are muted and you get 
the opportunity to really experience tex-

ture in a garden.” The Gardens at SIUE 
are special in the sense that they are a 
unit of the university but are open to 
the public.

“Gardens are just a tremendous 
resource in terms of a living laboratory 
for units across campus to utilize,” Drake 
said. “So when I think of the ultimate 
cross-curricular resource, I think of a 
garden. We can connect to history, music, 
certainly to science.” Some examples of 

this use of the gardens by the SIUE com-
munity include faculty in the department 
of biological sciences who are carrying 
out initial research into ways to reduce 
the number of invasive species in wet-
land areas. This research should lead to 
a more suitable habitat in the Gardens. 
But it isn’t just scientists who can use 
the Gardens. Sculpture can be found 
throughout the Gardens, highlighting the 
interplay between fine art and nature. 

Water also plays an essential role in the 
Gardens, including a turtle pond. 

“It was initially man-made with the 
layout of the grounds,” Drake said of 
the pond. “It is a beautiful place for 
events and gatherings. The bridge is a 
very peaceful place to be. It is a very 
popular spot for photographers, for 
people to come out and enjoy the day.” 
Drake said that people are connecting 
with the Gardens through a series of 

annual events. The Gardens consist of 35 
acres and have been recognized as a sig-
nature garden by the Missouri Botanical 
Garden, one of only three public gar-
dens with such a distinction.

To keep the Gardens in good shape 
takes a lot of work. “Volunteers really 
are our lifeblood,” said Drake. “Last 
year we had over 350 volunteers who 
gave over 2000 hours of service. It is 
critical to our success.” In addition to 
natural vegetation and art, the Gardens 
at SIUE also include an amphitheater 
and a lantern.  Both are favorite places 
for events such as weddings. 

And Drake has great plans for the 
future. “I would love to have a terrific 
visitor service space, a visitor center 
that can just really be a launching point 
for people who visit – in terms of classes 
and in terms of self-guided visits. She 
also said that she envisions the develop-
ment of a family and children’s garden. 
“I am very interested in edible landscap-
ing and local food systems, and I think 
that is something that we could do in 
terms of connectivity with the local com-
munity, both in terms of campus and 
also the Metro East.” Drake also sees the 
Gardens serving a major role in environ-
mental education.

 “The Gardens are just a tremendous 
fit in so many ways,” she said. “When 
we talk about global warming, hardiness 
zones are key to anyone who gardens. I 
believe in the last 20 years the hardiness 
zones have moved north about 150 miles, 
so they are really a great resource.”

Aldemaro Romero is the Dean of the 
College of Arts and Sciences at Southern 
Illinois University Edwardsville. His show, 
“Segue,” can be heard every Sunday morn-
ing at 9 a.m. on WSIE, 88.7 FM. He can 
be reached at College_Arts_Sciences@siue.
edu.
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Jane Drake with the author of this article at the SIUE Gardens.
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 The proposed plans will add 23 spaces to the parking lot and bring the 
lot to modern standards, including providing new handicapped parking and 
ramp access in compliance with today’s standards.

Lighting for the renovated parking lot should look similar to that found 
at the parking lot of City Hall, although the plan itself is still more or less a 
concept.

One issue of concern for renovations to the parking lot is the alley that 
runs behind South Kansas Street, currently in use by local businesses and 
residents. While removable bollards were part of the initial design, intended 
to make the parking lot more pedestrian friendly, that aspect of the plans is 
currently under reconsideration.

“When we started working a little bit closer with businesses, we found 
out how frequently alleys are used,” Harr said, citing Dewey’s Pizza and the 
auto parts store as two local businesses frequently utilizing the small alley 
between buildings.

Rather than ruling out the removable bollards entirely, the Public Service 
board suggested that a consideration of the whole neighborhood take place, 
to discern improvements that might be made to make the entire area safer 
for pedestrians.

The approval for design costs (estimated at $18,834) comes with the agree-
ment that engineers will conduct further coordination with the fire depart-
ment and police departments on proposals for the South Kansas Street park-
ing lot.
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Wudtke said that the iPads will not replace the relationships that 
students have with mentor teachers, which he listed as a strength 
of the school.

Lutheran High has also added a number of new classes to the 
curriculum. Those classes include forensic science, environmental 
science, creative writing, sociology, Christian leadership, guitar, 
debate, and acting.  

The school has expanded its school day to 8 a.m. to 3:15 p.m. 
which has allowed the school to go to an eight period day.  “We 
did this to create more opportunities for our students to take four 
years of all of the core classes plus have openings to take elective 
classes,” Wudtke added.  “It is also giving us the flexibility to add 
more chances for students to earn college credits while in high 
school.”

Knights In Training (KIT) is another new Lutheran High program 
that is designed to ensure that students have a positive transi-
tion from middle school to high school. All enrolled freshmen are 
invited to attend this program, from Aug. 6 through 10,  which will 
help students grow in the areas of organization, note-taking skills, 
and test prep skills.  

Lutheran High students will also be utilizing some recently reno-
vated classrooms in an area known as the Annex. Once used as the 
lunch room and a weight room, this area was replaced by the new 
20,000 square foot addition, dedicated in January, which contains a 
new dining hall, training center, and multi-purpose gym. The old 
Annex area wasn’t used last year but has now been renovated into a 
new art room and a general classroom. “This new space almost dou-
bles the size of our art room,” Wudtke said. “Our art teacher will have 
the room to further challenge his students and expand the projects he 
does with them.  The other classroom will be used for teaching health 
and another new class, Principles of Athletic Training.”  

Lutheran High has more exciting additions planned during the 
school year including a new wrestling program and some additional 
courses for second semester.  

Wudtke pointed out that there is still time to enroll at Lutheran 
High, and that the school is eager to assist families.  “I’m thankful for 
every opportunity I have to tell people about Lutheran High and the 
fantastic things that are happening here,” he said in the release.  “God 
has blessed us with a great faculty, awesome students, and the ability 
to expand and improve our curricular and extra-curricular programs.  
In the last six months, almost 65 percent of the families that inquired 
about our school have chosen to apply for admission.  People like 
what they see and we are proud of the education, Christian atmo-
sphere, and extra-curricular opportunities that we provide.”  
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Come celebrate history in the 
making at Mascoutah's 85th Annual 
Homecoming und Augustfest.  
Along with 85 years of family sum-
mer entertainment, join the resi-
dents of Mascoutah in celebrating 
their 175th anniversary!

The Mascoutah Homecoming is 
one of the largest summer commu-
nity events in Southern Illinois.  The 
three day celebration will be held 
Friday through Sunday, August 3-5 
at Scheve Park. Entry into Scheve 
Park is always free and open to the 
public.

There is nothing like the 
Mascoutah Homecoming parades 
on Saturday and Sunday. Decorated 
floats, marching bands from area 
high schools and grade schools, 
class reunion attendees on flatbed 
trucks, and much, much more too 
numerous to list.  It's not unusual 
for the parade to take over an hour 
to complete so don't forget your 
lawn chair and stake your space 
along the parade route.  

Each parade begins at 5 p.m. and 
heads down Main Street from the 
center of town and then turns on 
6th Street ending at the Scheve Park. 
It's not unusual for the parade to 
take over an hour to pass a viewer's 
location.

On Friday, Tom and Kathy LaQuet 
will be featured at the Pole Barn in 
Scheve Park beginning at 7 p.m.

"Social Remedy" will play from 7 
p.m. to 11 p.m. on the Depot Stage.  
Band members Shelley Ostman 
(formerly of Dixie Express), Bob 
Emig (formerly of Dixie Express/
Blue Marlins), Jon Catto & Steve 
Twiehaus (formerly of Cleavage 
Junkies) have joined forces to cre-
ate the ultimate music ranging from 
rock, alternative rock, and country.

The musical lineup slated for 
Saturday includes the Larry Hallar 
German Band performing at the 
Depot Stage from noon to 3:15 p.m.

Tom and Kathy LaQuet will once 
again be at the Pole Barn at the 
park.  They will be playing from 
2:00 to 5:00 p.m. with a second per-
formance scheduled for 7:00 p.m. to 
10:00 p.m.

"The Rough Ryders" will take the 
stage from 7:30 p.m. to 11:30 p.m.

The music continues on Sunday 

with Tom and Kathy LaQuet at 
the Car Show beginning at 11 a.m.  
Mascoutah’s hometown favorite 
"Danny Krausz's Reunion Band" 
will perform at the Depot Stage from 
1:00 p.m. to 4:30 p.m.  Cactus Moon 
will play at the Pole Barn from 6:00 
p.m. to 9:00 p.m. with Jumpstarts 
playing at the Depot from 7:00 p.m. 
to 11:00 p.m.

The highlight of Sunday's cel-
ebration is the Homecoming queen 
ceremony at 2:30 p.m.  Queen can-
didates sell raffle tickets for the 
big drawing on Sunday night. The 
young lady who sells the most 
raffle tickets will be crowned home-
coming queen.

Buy a ticket and take a chance to 
win $3,000, $1,500, and $500!  The 
cost is only $1 each or seven for 
$5.  The drawing will be held at 10 
p.m. and you need not be present 
to win. 

For the 9th year in a row, 4-H 
members from all over the area 
will be showing off their projects 
and livestock at the Ag Building 
in the north part of Scheve Park. 

Judging of the 4-H projects starts 
on Thursday evening, with the live-
stock judging starting Friday after-
noon and continuing on Saturday 
morning. If you like animals, come 
and see some of the top cattle, 
horses, sheep, swine, poultry, and 
rabbits in the area. 

Everything from lemon shake-
ups, hot dogs and hamburgers, fun-
nel cakes and snow cones, and of 
course plates of German food will 
be available.  If you like potato pan-
cakes, bratwurst and knockwurst 
with sweet sauerkraut, then you’ve 
come to the right place.  You won’t 
walk away hungry!

If you are a fan of tractor pulls, 
then there will one on each day 
of Homecoming – one for 1940 
and older tractors on Friday night, 
a classic pull on Saturday at 10 
a.m., and a truck pull Sunday eve-
ning at 7 p.m.. The tractor pulls 
are a Southern Illinois favorite at 
the Homecoming with participants 
from communities throughout the 
Metro-East area ready to compete.

From carnival rides to horse-

shoe tournaments, the Mascoutah 
Homecoming has something for 
everyone.  Take a step back in time, 
at  the Berger-Kiel Log House to 
be open from 1:00 to 4:00 p.m. The 
Berger-Kiel original house was built 
c.1863-1864 for a low-income rural 
family during the mid-nineteenth 
century, with two rooms - one up 
and one down.

Registration begins at 12 noon 
for the Children's Pedal Tractor 
Pull with the actual event begin-
ning 1:00 p.m.  Kids love the pedal 
tractors and the friendly competi-
tion.

At noon, check out the Firemen's 
Muster where area community fire 
departments compete in games of 
skill.

Find your heart's delight at the 
Car Show scheduled from 11:00 
a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

Watch the stars come out at night 
as you listen to the great music 
while enjoying a variety of cold 
drinks and great food at the 85th 
Annual Mascoutah Homecoming 
und AugustFest.

Mascoutah prepared for Homecoming
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The Mascoutah Homecoming features parades on Saturday and Sunday.

Friday, August 3
Pirate Signal, Bound to Break, A Sense 

of Peace, Blueberry Hill, St. Louis, Doors 
8:00 p.m. 

Janiva Magness, Old Rock House, St. 
Louis, Doors 7:00 p.m. 

Joe Dirt & The Dirty Boys, The Pageant, 
St. Louis, Doors 7:00 p.m. 

Shel, The Wildey, Edwardsville, 8:00 
p.m. 

The Sun and the Sea w/ Dori, The 
Firebird, St. Louis, Doors 7:30 p.m. 

Saturday, August 4
Grandmothers of Invention, Old Rock House, 

St. Louis, Doors 7:00 p.m. 
Kentucky Knife Fight w/ Tight Pants Syndrome, 

Royal Smokestacks, Plush St. Louis, St. Louis, 
Doors 6:00 p.m. 

Diamond Rio/Jo Dee Messina w/ Erin Bode, 
The Pageant, St. Louis, Doors 6:00 p.m. 

The Growlers w/ The Safes, The Firebird, St. 
Louis, Doors 8:30 p.m. 

Southern Gospel Concert Series feat. 
Providence Quartet, Bethalto Church of God, 

Bethalto, 7:00 p.m. 

Sunday, August 5
Arvin Mitchell & Friends, Blueberry Hill, St. 

Louis, Doors 7:00 p.m. 
Dear Creek w/ We Live in Public, Letter To 

Memphis, The Gramophone, St. Louis, Doors 
6:30 p.m. 

Stone Mountain Railroad, Bobby's Frozen 
Custard, Maryville, 7:30 p.m. 

Tidal Volume w/ Clockwork, Without Hazard, 
The Firebird, St. Louis, Doors 7:00 p.m. 
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