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SIUE students visit Joplin one year later
In the afternoon of May 22, 2011, a dev-

astating, multiple-vortex tornado struck 
Joplin, Mo. With a width of more than a 
mile, it destroyed the southern part of this 
city of about 50,000. 161 people died and 
almost a thousand others were injured. The 
cost of the damage has been estimated to 
be as high as $3 billion. On the eve of the 
first anniversary of this tragedy we vis-
ited Joplin, accompanying students from 
Southern Illinois University Edwardsville 
who are enrolled in a class titled “Storm 
Chasing and Assessment” under the direc-
tion of Mark Hildebrandt, who I inter-
viewed for this column last week.  The 
students took the opportunity to speak with 
some of the survivors, including Jessica 
Brown, who had recently moved to Joplin 
from Fort Lauderdale, Fla., for a job at a 
local Joplin TV station. 

“I was at home when I heard the siren 
going off,” Brown said. “I told my boy-
friend who was with me at that time that 
we needed to run into the bathtub and 
cover ourselves with pillows. The tornado 
came and we could hear the sounds and the 
screams of people. The tub was suctioning 
in and out. And then silence. From then on 
it was unreal. People were walking around, 
checking for survivors. It was like in the 
movies.”

The storm reached the highest level on 
the scale that is used to measure torna-
does, with winds of more than 200 mph. 
According to some estimates, about 2,000 
buildings – roughly 20 percent of Joplin 
– were destroyed. The St. John’s Regional 
Medical Center was heavily damaged and 
is now being demolished. Six people were 
killed when this hospital was struck by the 
tornado. Five of those deaths were patients 
on ventilators who died after the building 
lost power and the backup generator did 
not work. 

According to a recent article in The New 
York Times, the Joplin tornado was the cost-
liest in U.S. history since 1950. Insurance 
companies are expected to cover the $2.8 
billion in damages, while taxpayers are 

supplying about $500 million in federal and 
state disaster aid, low-interest loans and 
local bonds. 

For SIUE students the experience of vis-
iting Joplin was very emotional. Many of 
them are from small communities in Illinois 
and are keenly aware that what happened 
in Joplin could happen to their own home-

towns.
 “I can’t even imaging losing your high 

school and all the buildings,” said one of 
the students. “It is devastating.” 

Joplin High School was destroyed. The 
day the tornado struck was graduation 
day and no one was on campus at the time 
of the tornado. The graduation ceremo-

nies took place about three miles away at 
Missouri Southern State University and 
had concluded shortly before the tornado 
struck.

A student from O’Fallon, Ill., said that 
she now understands how people living in 
houses with basements fared much better 
because they had a place to seek refuge. 

“Now I know where to go when the sirens 
go off,” she said. 

In the aftermath of the tornado, Joplin 
officials announced plans to require fasten-
ers between houses and their foundations, 
but so far no requirement for concrete base-
ments in new houses has been issued. 

Another SIUE student from Springfield, 
Ill., had experienced first hand the 2006 
tornado that struck that city. Yet, he said 
that there was no comparison between what 
hit the Illinois capital and the one in Joplin 
when it came to intensity.

Some of the stories at Joplin were both 
heroic and horrifying.  Such was the case 
of the Pizza Hut restaurant on South 
Range Line Road, where the store manager, 
Christopher Lucas, led four employees and 
15 customers into a walk-in freezer. The 
door could not be shut so Lucas wrapped a 
cable holding the door shut around his arm 
to protect the people inside. He was sucked 
into the tornado. His body was recovered 
later. 

The SIUE students who went to Joplin 
brought back many lessons – as many about 
human nature as about natural disasters. 

“Disaster kind of brings us together,” said 
one student. “Because the street lights went 
off people took cues from each other to 
direct traffic while many food drives were 
set up.”

Brown echoed this sentiment. “Everyone 
is terrified every time we hear about a 
storm coming,” she said.  Yet, she added, 
“Everyone came together to heal each 
other.”

Aldemaro Romero is the Dean of the College 
of Arts and Sciences at Southern Illinois 
University Edwardsville. His show, “Segue,” 
can be heard every Sunday morning at 9 a.m. on 
WSIE, 88.7 FM. He can be reached at College_
Arts_Sciences@siue.edu.
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Students and others visiting a rebuilt city park across the street of St. John’s Medical Center in Joplin, Mo., a year 
after the tornado that devastated that city. Among them are Dr. Mark Hildebrandt, second from left and a survivor, 
Jessica Harris, fourth from left.
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Kurt Prenzler, CPA, Madison County Treasurer 
announced today that the Treasurer’s Office has 
begun mailing the property tax bills for tax year 
2011. 

Prenzler mentioned that the Treasurer’s Office 
is providing new and improved payment options, 
one of which is online bill pay, which will now be 
“electronic”, providing for quicker transfer and 
processing.

“In addition to improvements in payment pro-
cessing, we have also reduced part of our front 
counter by 12 inches, in order to make it  accessible 
for those taxpayers who are disabled or who simply 
prefer to transact their business sitting at a desk, 
rather than standing at a counter,” said Prenzler.

Cathy Contarino, Executive Director of IMPACT 
CIL, an Alton-based agency which assists people 
with disabilities, said “We commend the Madison 
County Treasurer’s Office for providing an acces-
sible counter.”

“Our plan was to have the new accessible 

counter completed before we mailed tax bills, 
which are going out this week,”  said Plank.  “It’s 
all part of continuous improvement.”

For more information, you may contact:  Kurt 
Prenzler, 618-692-7470 office, 618-514-2599 cell; 
Cathy Contarino, 618-462-1411, ext 314, 618-791-
5625 cell contarino@impactcil.org

Madison County

Treasurer's office sends out 2011 tax bills
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Sitting at the new accessible counter in the Madison County Treasurer’s Office are Kurt Prenzler, CPA, Madison County Treasurer;  
Cathy Contarino, Executive Director of IMPACT CIL, an Alton-based agency which assists people with disabilities and Jeremy 
Plank, CPA, Chief Deputy Treasurer.
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Calling all shutterflies!  The City 
of Edwardsville today announced 
the first-ever Edwardsville Route 66 
Festival Photo Contest.  Help capture 
the fun, vintage style and magical 
moments of the festival, being held 
June 7 (sock hop), 8 and 9, 2012, in a 
digital photograph. 

The judging committee is looking 
for striking color and black and white 
images taken at the Edwardsville 
Route 66 Festival in 2012 or in years 
past.  Photos may be entered for three 
categories:

1.   Festival Fun— includes photos 
of people having fun at the festi-
val’s attractions (art fair, trolley rides, 
bounce houses, etc.)  This photo needs 
to clearly define the extreme fun you 
can have at the festival.

2. Classic Creations — includes pho-
tos capturing the vintage style of the 
1950’s and 1960’s.  Photos might include 
those taken at the Sock Hop kick off 
event, classic car show or car cruise.

3. Musical Magic — Do you like to 
be the paparazzi?  Well, now is your 
chance.  Capture the excitement of 
one of the bands on stage and their 
interaction with the crowd in a pho-
tograph to win this flight. 

Photo entries should be emailed 
to EdwardsvilleRoute66@gmail.
com between Fri., June 1 and Fri., 
June 22.  Each email entry should 
include:  Photo category, photo cap-
tion and entrant’s name, address, 
email address, phone number. Please 
note that photographs that include 
children must be accompanied by 
a photo release.  To obtain a photo 
release form, please visit http://
www.edwardsvilleroute66.com. The 
same photo cannot be entered in more 
than one category. Only one photo 
per entrant can be in the final round.  
The winners for each category will be 
announced July 6, 2012.

All Winners and Honorable 
Mentions will appear on Edwardsville 
Route 66’s website at http://www.
EdwardsvilleRoute66.com.  The win-
ning photos in each category will also 
be added to social networking sites 
managed by the Edwardsville Route 
66 committee. 

Winning entrants for each category 
will receive Edwardsville Route 66 
memorabilia basket to include coast-
ers, collectible pint glasses, 2012 
Festival t-shirt and $50 cash prize.

The winning photographs will be 
used for marketing purposes so each 
winner and honorable mention will 
release all photo rights to the City of 
Edwardsville for use on their website, 
social media sites and printed publi-
cations or advertisements. 

“We encourage novice and trained 
photographers to grab their cameras 
and take a shot at the 2012 Route 66 
Photo competition,” said Katie Grable 
of Edwardsville Parks & Recreation.   
“We have several new events and 
activities planned for this year like 
our Sock Hop kick off event on the 
Thursday prior to the festival, a car 

show to add to the car cruise and new 
live bands and vendors.” 

The 2012 Edwardsville Route 66 
Festival begins with a kick off, sock 
hop event on June 7, 2012 at Crystal 
Garden Banquet and Event Center, fol-
lowed by festival fun at City Park on 
June 8 and 9.  Tickets are now on sale 
for the Sock Hop.  Tickets for the sock 
hop are $10 and available by calling 
Edwardsville Parks & Recreation at 
(618) 692-7538 or for pick up at the fol-
lowing locations:  Scott Credit Union 
on Highway 157 in Edwardsville, 
First Clover Leaf Bank’s Goshen 
and St. Louis Street locations, The 
Edwardsville Library, Edwardsville 
City Hall, Edwardsville/Glen Carbon 
Chamber of Commerce office, Crystal 
Garden Banquet & Event Center and 
Reliance Bank. 

The festival will begin at 5 p.m. 
on Friday, June 8 in City Park with 
food, beverages, art vendors, historic 
tents and the children’s area open for 
boundless fun. Live music on Friday 
night will be provided by the popular 
bands Facts O’Life at 6:30 p.m. and 
SH-BOOM at 9 p.m. 

Saturday will be a full day of activi-
ties to include the same features as 
Friday night but also a 10k run, trol-
ley tours, talent show, car show at 
Lincoln Middle School parking lot 
and the classic car cruise.  Live music 
on Saturday will be provided by Love 
Me, Leave Me at 2:30 p.m., Mellow 
D’s at 4 p.m. Non Stop Rock at 6:30 
p.m. and headliner Dr. Zhivegas at 
9 p.m.

Applications are currently being 
accepted for the annual Washers 
Tournament and for both the clas-
sic car cruise and classic car show.  
Applications are available at www.
EdwardsvilleRoute66.com.

Sponsors of the 2012 events include 
Mother Road sponsors, Phillips 66 
and Cork Tree Creative. 

Other sponsors include Hot Rod 
Sponsors:  TheBANK of Edwardsville, 
Scott Credit Union, First Clover Leaf 
Bank, Edwardsville Intelligencer, 
Gori Julian & Associates, P.C., 
Madison Mutual Insurance Company, 
Edwardsville Rotary Club, Crystal 
Garden Banquet and Event Center 
and Cassens Transport Company.  
Roadster Sponsors include:  MoJo’s 
Music, Allied Waste, Alvareita’s 
College of Cosmetology, The Tourism 
Bureau ILLINOISouth, Goshen Coffee 
Company, Caulk’s Collision Center, 
Traveling Tails Inn and BJ’s Printables.  
This years Fastback sponsors include: 
JF Electric, Patriot Sunrooms East, 
LLC, Anderson Hospital, edglen-
families.org, Abstracts & Titles and 
RP Lumber/Prudential One Realty 
Center.   Reliance Bank and Hortica 
are Festival Enthusiasts.

For more information about the fes-
tival, visit www.EdwardsvilleRoute66.
com or follow the event on Facebook 
at Edwardsville Route 66 Festival.

Route 66 Festival 
adds photo contest

Edwardsville
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That prompted Stamer to say, "I would hope to God that we would 
never allow a permit to be issued for a house built on fill," which 
presumably is the case with those along Georgia Street.

Butts observed that similar problems have developed in other 
parts of the city, including subdivisions around Sunset Hills Country 
Club.

"It's a mess. It's an absolute mess," Butts said.
And it's a mess that the city has no authority or responsibility to 

address when it occurs on  private property, the alderman said.
Rankin disagreed.
Previous city actions, some dealing with the handling of runoff 

in the Esic neighborhood, a large part of which drains into the 
Delaplaine, obligate the city to help stem the damage, she said.

"It's just something you can't keep passing the buck on," Rankin 
said.

Madison County is considering formation of a stormwater utility 
that would  address such problems throughout the county, on public 
or private land, Williams, the city engineer said. But that is at least 
five years away, he added.

All agreed that the homeowners would talk with Wayne Kinney, 
a retired streambank specialist with the Illinois Department of 
Agriculture who looked at the problem in 2004, about the cost of 
another study.   

Continued from Page 1

The partnership is their first expe-
rience in the Midwest with most of 
their interactions with other institu-
tions located in the northeast, east 
and western regions of the United 
States.

“SIUE took very serious aware-
ness of the political differences and 
worked very hard to work with-
in the frame work of the law to 
make the partnership work,” said 
Hernandez.           

Fernandez made a presentation 
about the Cuban economy, the his-
tory of the embargo and the changes 
that have happened involving the 
embargo since it was established 
in 1962.

“The only thing that can be 
imported to Cuba is food and some 
medical supplies,” said Fernandez.  
“Many other products are bought 
and imported from other coun-
tries.”

Rodriguez was optimistic about 
an end to the embargo. "We hope 
that the U.S. accepts Cuba and will 
negotiate an end to the embargo.”

Fernandez stressed during the 
presentation that all they are try-
ing to do is “promote economic 
growth and equality between the 
two nations.”

Most in attendance agreed that a 
new agreement should be reached 
to promote trade and coopera-
tion.  If a new agreement could 
be reached between the two coun-
tries, some scholars believe that 
the trade between the two could be 
between $3 billion and $6 billion.  
An increase in tourism to the island 
nation is also a possibility.

The overall message of the visit 
was to promote a better relation-
ship between the U.S. and Cuba 
and to increase the knowledge of 
the average citizen about the new 
Cuba.  

In September Romero and SIUE’s 
Chancellor Julie Furst-Bowe will 
travel to the University of Havana 
in September to sign an agreement 
to make the partnership official.

CITY CUBA


