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Johnson teaches, researches the English language
Ask many educators what is the major problem with 

today’s students and you will oftentimes get the same 
answer: They don’t write well. One person who is work-
ing on correcting this problem is Matthew Johnson, 
an assistant professor in the department of English 
language and literature at Southern Illinois University 
Edwardsville.

Johnson grew up outside Chicago. He received under-
graduate degrees in history and English, a master’s in 
English and a doctorate also in English from Indiana 
University at Bloomington. While he started out to 
become an investment banker, he discovered soon after 
arriving at college that English was his true passion.

“I was so heavily influenced by what they (my profes-
sors) were doing – textual analysis, cultural analysis, try-
ing to find meaning – that I wanted to abandon business 
altogether,” said Johnson. 

As someone who teaches students who come right out 
of high school he has strong opinions about their prepa-
ration in English.  “They are not prepared for what it is 
that I am asking them to do as college writers.  The writ-
ing that we do is not just a continuum; it is not a linear 
development from junior high to high school to college,” 
Johnson explained. “I think that college writing is some-
thing that is new and it should be treated like that with 
them.  It is a new subject.” One issue that has concerned 
some educators and parents alike is the possible effect on 
writing of students’ use of electronic media.

“I don’t think that handwriting and writing on paper 
is quite as foreign to students as many people think,” 
Johnson said. “Doing small surveys in classes reveals 
that they do quite a bit of handwriting.  It might not be 
these lengthy drafts that they are writing out page upon 
page but they are still note taking, they are still brain-
storming on paper.  So I am not sure that there is such 
a difference there.  As for the final product, well, when 
I reintroduce class writing, usually small activities, I do 
see that there is less of a mastery of things like spelling. 
Perhaps the computer and word processing has changed 
the way that they are spelling and going about writing 
at the surface level.” 

Johnson published a paper titled, “Teasing out 
Everyday Culture: “Why Simple Questions are Worth 
Asking.” Have people lost interest in asking the simple 

questions?
“I don’t (think so), although I suppose all profes-

sors are terrified of sounding stupid,” he said. “And 
frequently when students aren’t responding we either 
think the question is too hard, in which case we can 
break it apart, or too easy and they won’t bother 
to respond.” In response to this problem, Johnson 
goes beyond just analyzing his students’ writing. 
“Something as simple as the procedure that they 
inherently know about raising hands comes up for 
analysis, something interesting to explore. But if we 
think about something simple like that we start to real-
ize, of course, that it is much more complex, which is 
why I like simple questions.”  

Johnson said that he also examines other behaviors of 
his students in order to create a dynamic that can help 
all of them become more engaged in discussions. “When 
a student hasn’t spoken in a while, or hasn’t spoken at 
all, well that person is going to get the floor,” he said. 
“And so it is a power dynamic which means that there 
is shared power there, that the students actually can 
manipulate the situation to their own advantages.”  

For Johnson, simple questions like “Why do we raise 
our hands in class?” can bring about complex answers. 
“So it seems like it is a simple question and indeed it is, 
but the answers to those simple questions get very much 
complex and I think they reveal something meaningful 
about what it is that we might emphasize,” Johnson said. 
“And once they have raised their hand and said some-
thing in class, they are manipulating and persuading me.  
They are influencing the decision that I might make, the 
question that I might ask next or the response that my 
students might offer next.”

Aldemaro Romero is the Dean of the College of Arts and 
Sciences at Southern Illinois University Edwardsville. His 
show, “Segue,” can be heard every Sunday morning at 9 
a.m. on WSIE, 88.7 FM. He can be reached at College_Arts_
Sciences@siue.edu.
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 Dr. Matthew Johnson in a self portrait.
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“My mom is a breast cancer survivor,” Bartels said.  
“Actually the summer before I left for college was 
when she was diagnosed.  One of the last weekends 
before I moved away to college, I went shopping 
with her and we found her a wig.  It was really, really 
hard.”

Bartels said that it “didn’t really hit me” at the time 
they purchased the wig.  “But then seeing her wear it.  
It was like, wow, that’s pretty crazy.  It looks very, very 
similar to my mom’s actual hair.  It’s just that someone 
who is going into college – you just don’t think about 
those things,” she said.

Bartels went on to attend and graduate from Missouri 
State University, but during 2006, in her junior year 
while she was studying abroad in the Netherlands, she 
donated 10 inches of her hair to Locks of Love.  Locks 
of Love is an organization that provides hairpieces 

to disadvantaged children in the U.S. and Canada 
suffering from long-term medical hair loss from any 
diagnosis.

Bartels’ mother went on to win the battle against 
breast cancer and is now a nine year cancer survivor.  
Not only do Bartels and her mother participate each 
year in the Edwardsville Glen Carbon Relay for Life, 
but so does every member of her family – on both her 
side and her husband Matt’s side.

Relay for Life is an American Cancer Society fund-
raiser that is an overnight relay-style event where 
teams of people camp out around a track and team 
members take turns walking laps throughout the 
duration of the event.  The event kicks off with cancer 
survivors taking the first lap.  Food, games, activities 
and entertainment are provided throughout this fam-
ily-friendly event.  This year’s Relay for Life takes 
place at Edwardsville High School from 6 p.m. on May 
18 to 6 a.m. on May 19.

“My sister got involved with Relay For Life the year 
after my mom was diagnosed,” Bartels added.  “I got 
involved my freshman year at college at the college 
one at Missouri State so we’ve been involved with 
Relay for Life for nine years now.”  The Bartels’ family 

team of Diane’s Divas and Dudes is in its fourth year 
participating as a team.

Bartels came up with the Beautiful Lengths hair 
cutting event after letting her hair grow following 
her wedding last June.  She said she had heard about 
Pantene’s Beautiful Lengths program and looked 
into it.  “It’s in association with the American Cancer 
Society,” she said.  “Pantene’s Beautiful Lengths 
actually makes wigs from the donated hair to give to 
chemo patients.  It offers free wigs.”

Bartels contacted the local Great Clips manager who 
was happy to work with her on donating her own 
hair and on the Beautiful Lengths event which takes 
place from 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. Saturday at the Great Clips 
located at 1516 Troy Road in Edwardsville.

Anyone donating eight or more inches of hair, that 
meets the Beautiful Lengths requirements, will receive 
a free hair cut.  Hair must be a minimum of eight 
inches with no more than a few strands of gray.  It 
needs to be clean, free of permanent color, bleach or 
other chemical treatments such as Japanese straighten-
ing.  Vegetable dyes, semi-permanent dyes and rinses 
are acceptable but virgin hair is preferred.

If you don’t meet the hair cutting requirements, you 

can still help.  Bartels said she will have “a donation 
jar for those that would like to make a donation to the 
wonderful cause of Relay for Life.”

“It takes six people’s donations to create one wig,” 
Bartels explained.  “That’s why it’s really important 
for the word to get out.  People don’t know that.  It 
takes a lot for a real hair wig.

She also pointed out how important the wigs are to 
cancer patients.  “When you’re down in the dumps 
in the first place for going through chemo like cancer 
patients are, the last thing you want is to be self-
conscious and have this terrible looking wig on your 
head,” Bartels said.  “You may not look at your best 
because of your health overall, but if we can try to give 
them a good wig, at least that helps.  I just want to be 
sure that there are wigs available, so I’m going to do 
my part to make that donation.“

She also encouraged everyone to attend the Relay 
For Life event on May 18 and 19 saying, “There will 
be tons of events.  It’s going to be a very special night 
to celebrate life - that cancer doesn’t mean the end.  It 
means the beginning of something new. “

Call Tammy Bartels at 618-977-4869 with any ques-
tions.
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 Carruthers said Thursday the poll of the committeemen was advisory 
but that "I will take the preferences of the committeemen under advise-
ment when meeting with my fellow party chairmen on May 19."

Carruthers controls 14 percent of the votes to be cast by the county 
chairmen, based on the number of ballots cast in Madison County in the 
March Republican primary. The Champaign County chairman has 18 
percent of the votes, the Macon County chairman holds 16 percent, and 
Sangamon County gets 12.5 percent. The remaining 10 counties will each 
cast 7 percent or fewer of the votes to pick a candidate.

Davis said his education about government began as a child watching 
his parents run a restaurant in Taylorville.

A small businessman's "hard work is all for naught if politicians in 
Springfield and Washington enact burdensome laws and regulations," 
Davis said.

Davis said he is the "most electable" of the four and "the best candidate 
to take on David Gill and keep Nancy Pelosi out of power."

David Gill is the Bloomington physician who won a close primary 
victory over Matt Goetten, the Greene County state's attorney, for the 
Democratic nomination.

The reference to Pelosi, the former speaker of the House, reflects the 
view that the 13th Congressional District race could determine which 
party controls the House in the next Congress.

Harold, who grew up in the Champaign-Urbana area, said her experi-
ence as an advocate for conservative causes and the media experience she 
gained during her Miss America year, as a cable television political com-
mentator, and campaigning for the Republican National Committee on 
behalf of George W. Bush, make her the best candidate.

She decided to enter the Miss America Pageant to get the scholarship 
money she needed to attend Harvard law school, which she did.

Wassink, an occupational therapist and owner of TheraKids, which 
serves children with special needs, told the committeemen she always 
travels with a photo of her children, a Bible, and a copy of the U.S. 
Constitution.

The photo reminds her of the importance of family, the Constitution 
prompts her to take positions based on "principles rather than politics," 
and the Bible supports her religious faith.

Wassink said she is the candidate best suited to counter the Democrats' 
"war on women" argument and to defeat "Dr. Gill's abortionist, progres-
sive agenda."

Clarke, who grew up in Sangamon County and graduated from Pawnee 
High School, got the biggest laugh and the most applause of the evening 
when he related an anecdote about meeting Barack Obama in Iraq, when 
Obama was the U.S. senator from Illinois.

Clarke, who served three tours in Iraq as a pilot in the Army Reserve, 
said he flew Gen. David Petraeus to meet with Obama.

Clarke said Obama asked what he was doing there, to which he replied, 
"I was going to ask you the same thing. I didn't think Democrats went 
anyplace where bullets are flying."

Later, Obama called his photographer over and Clarke said he told the 
senator he would not have his photo taken with him. Obama then asked 
Petraeus to order Clarke to pose for the photo, which Clarke said the 
general did.

The new 13th Congressional District takes in Edwardsville and other 
parts of Madison County, as well as parts of Bond, Champaign, McLean, 
and Sangamon counties. The new district includes all of Calhoun, DeWitt, 
Greene, Jersey, Macon, Macoupin, Montgomery, and Piatt counties.

Before reapportionment based on the 2010 census, Edwardsville was 
part of the 15th District represented by Shimkus.

 Continued from Page 1

“Shannon really freaked out,” 
Barnes said. “I was scared, too, because 
we were in north city by ourselves.”

After they dropped Kennedy try-
ing to transfer him to the back seat, 
a stranger “came out of nowhere” to 
help them. 

Barnes headed to St. Louis 
University Hospital but Kennedy soon 
began gasping for air. “Shannon said, 
‘He’s not going to make it,’ and she 
called 911,” Barnes said. 

Gaddis grabbed the remain-
ing “buttons” that had been in 
Kennedy’s lap and gave two to 
Barnes. Barnes threw hers out the 
window, and assumed that Gaddis 
did likewise. 

Andrew DeLuca, a paramedic for 
the St. Louis City Fire Department, tes-
tified that after he arrived at the scene, 
Kennedy was administered Narcan, 
an opoid used to counter the effects of 
opiate overdoses.

Prosecutor Susan Jensen asked 
DeLuca how close Kennedy came to 
dying.

“His body was shutting down,” 
DeLuca said.

After four or five minutes, dur-

ing the trip to the hospital, Kennedy 
regained consciousness, and became 
“totally alert.” 

Before Gaddis and Barnes could 
find a parking space at the hospital, 
Kennedy was released from the hos-
pital. “The first thing he said after 
he got checked out of the hospital 
was ‘Where are the drugs?’” Barnes 
said. When he learned what had 
happened, Kennedy drove them to 
the site where they were pitched, but 
none of the buttons were found. 

Kennedy drove Barnes back home 
and he spent the night at Gaddis’ 
parents home in Troy. He was asleep 
when Barnes says that Gaddis, at 
around 2:30 a.m., texted her to say 

that she had taken “a button-and-a-
half,” of heroin.

Later in the morning, after 
Kennedy failed to revive her, he 
called 911. Gaddis was pronounced 
dead at 11:33 a.m. 

Before she left the witness stand, 
Barnes acknowledged that she began 
using heroin at age 15. Even after los-
ing her best friend to a heroin over-
dose, Barnes said that she continues 
to use it.

After Thursday's testimony, 
Drazen was asked whether Kennedy 
was a drug dealer. "I consider him to 
be a user and an addict," he said. "I 
think there is a substantial addiction 
problem in Madison County."

GOP DEATH

Long-term project
As part of the curriculum requirements for the YMCA Kid’s Network, Latchkey site directors are encouraged to develop a 
long-term project for the students to participate in each semester. For this semester's Latchkey long-term project at Cassens 
Elementary, the students in the program replicated Vincent Van Gogh’s "The Starry Night."  The students were under the direc-
tion of Marissa Hulvey and Neha Sharma, Cassens Kid’s Network Site Directors. They made the replication from bottle caps 
that were collected from parents and teachers. The students began collecting caps in February. Each week the students would 
sort by color the bottle caps that were brought in from the previous week. Once enough bottle caps were collected, the students 
took turns painting the layout for the mural. By painting the boards first the students were able to color code the mural so it 
was easy to identify where to permanently place each color cap.  “It was important for us to develop a project that would allow 
the students an opportunity to create a piece of work that was made from materials that would have otherwise been discarded 
as garbage I hope it taught them to look at things in a more positive light,” said  Hulvey.  The mural has been on display in the 
commons area of Albert Cassens Elementary since April and will be displayed until the end of the school year. “The students 
worked hard and are very proud of their accomplishment!” said Sharma.
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